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Information for nominees

The Viable Future Mark has the following aims
 To recognise and promote work, by organisations in and around Greater 

Manchester, that promotes, or exemplifies the aims of The Viable Economy and 
Society – a post-growth society that lives within its ecological means, enabling a 
sufficient, dignified and fulfilling life for all without exploiting other peoples and 
ecosystems globally.

 To promote the concepts of the Viable Economy and Society (and Steady State 
Manchester)  through concrete examples.

 To contribute to the building of networks and coalitions for a just and ecologically 
sufficient society.

Scope
Projects, groups, organisations and campaigns in Greater Manchester and surrounding 
areas – what we sometimes call the upper Mersey bioregion.

What you will receive 
A badge (as above, but dated.), which they may display on their materials.  Instructions 
will be provided on its correct use.  
A certificate, summarising the reason for awarding of the badge.  
Awardees will be listed on our website.  
There is no monetary component to the award:  however, groups and organisations 
might like to consider applying for small sums under our separate Solidarity Grant 
scheme.

How we make the award
 Potential awardees (nominees) are suggested by members of Steady State 

Manchester and its coordinating collective.
 Those nominated will be asked whether they would like to receive the award. 
 If they agree, the SSM collective apply the criteria below to check that the 

criteria for the award have been met.  In most cases this will be a formality since 
nominees will have been approached based on our understanding of their work.

 We will let you know first and then publicise the award via our usual 
communication channels.  

 You will be invited to write a short guest piece for our website, explaining your 
work.  This is not compulsory – we could also do it via an interview with you.

 The badge and certificate will be made available to you.
 It is possible that we will invite awardees to an annual celebration, perhaps in 

conjunction with our Annual General Meeting.



Appendix: Criteria
To make the award, SSM satisfy themselves that the nominee meets the 
following criteria.

1. Their work is primarily focussed on the Greater Manchester area or 
neighbouring areas.

2. They are comfortable with being associated with Steady State 
Manchester and its philosophy of a Viable Economy and Society, 
founded on social and economic justice within safe ecological and 
planetary limits.

3. Their work makes a contribution, through one or more of,
◦ campaigning, 
◦ informing and educating, 
◦ developing policy, or practice,
◦ to at least two of,

▪ Increasing public understanding of ecological limits and/or 
ecosystem realities.

▪ Prioritising social justice for all people.
▪ Integrating the spheres of ecology, politics and economics.
▪ Challenging and changing prevailing economic and social 

arrangements.
4. The awardee’s work, as a minimum does not rely on assumptions of 

aggregate economic growth and preferably promotes degrowth, post-
growth or the steady state economy.


